Attorney Docket No. 053990-0050 Patent Appl. Ser. No. 1 0/706,602 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A plug for securing to a socket, the plug comprising: 
a housing; 

a first prong having a proximal end positioned within the housing and a distal end 
extending from the housing; and 

a second prong having a proximal end positioned within the housing and a distal end 
extending from the housing, the distal end of the second prong selectively moveable without 
deformation of the second prong in a direction toward the distal end of the first prong. 

2. (currently amended) The plug of claim 1 wherein the distal end of the first prong 
is selectively moveable without deformation of the first prong in a direction toward the distal end 
of the second prong. 

3. (original) The plug of claim 1 wherein the proximal end of at least one of the first 
prong and the second prong is connected to a cord. 

4. (original) The plug of claim 1 wherein the proximal ends of both the second prong 
and the first prong are connected to a cord. 

5. (currently amended) A plug for securing to a socket, the plug comprising: 
a housing; 

a first prong having a proximal end positioned within the housing and a distal end 
extending from the housing; and 
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a second prong having a proximal end positioned within the housing and a distal end 
extending from the housing, the distal end of the second prong selectively moveable without 
deformation of the second prong in a direction away from the distal end of the first prong. 

6. (currently amended) The plug of claim 5 wherein the distal end of the first prong 
is selectively moveable without deformation of the first prong in a direction away from the distal 
end of the second prong. 

7. (original) The plug of claim 5 wherein the proximal end of at least one of the first 
prong and the second prong is connected to a cord. 

8. (original) The plug of claim 5 wherein the proximal end of both the second prong 
and the first prong are connected to a cord. 

9. (currently amended) A socket for receiving a prong, the socket comprising: 
a housing; 

a sleeve positioned within the housing so as to receive the prong when the prong is 
inserted into the housing; and 

a plunger which acts on a ramp of the sleeve m e ans for s e lectiv e ly applying at l e ast on e 
forc e to th e sl ee v e so as to selectively clamp the prong within the socket. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) The socket of claim ±0 9 wherein the plunger is a screw-style 
plunger moveable within the housing member so as to selectively apply the at least one force to 
the sleeve. 
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12. (currently amended) The socket of claim W 9 wherein the plunger is a sleeve-style 
plunger moveable with respect to the housing member so as to selectively apply the at least one 
force to the sleeve. 

13. (withdrawn) A securing device for receiving an outside prong, the securing device 
comprising: 

a housing, the housing having an aperture therein; 

a sleeve positioned within the housing adjacent the aperture and capable of receiving the 
outside prong; and 

a plunger positioned with respect to the housing adjacent the sleeve, the plunger 
moveable with respect to the housing to engage a ramp protruding from the sleeve so as to clamp 
the outside prong when the outside prong is received within the housing. 

14. (withdrawn) A securing device for engagement in a socket, the securing device 
comprising: 

a housing; 

a first prong positioned within the housing and having an engagement end protruding 
from the housing; 

a second prong positioned within the housing and having an engagement end protruding 
from the housing; 

a plunger disposed on the housing adjacent the second prong, the plunger moveable with 
respect to the housing to engage a ramp extending from the second prong so as to cause the 
engagement end of the second prong to move with respect to the engagement end of the first 
prong. 
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15. (withdrawn) A securing device for receiving a plurality of outside prongs and 
engaging in a socket, the securing device comprising: 

a housing having a plurality of apertures therein; 

a first inside prong, the first inside prong positioned within one of the plurality of 
apertures in the housing and operably connected to a sleeve capable of receiving one of the 
plurality of outside prongs, the first inside prong further having an engagement end; 

a second inside prong, the second inside prong positioned within one of the plurality of 
apertures in the housing and operably connected to a sleeve capable of receiving one of the 
plurality of outside prongs, the second inside prong having an engagement end; 

a first plunger disposed within the housing adjacent the first inside prong, the first 
plunger moveable with respect to the housing to engage a ramp protruding from the first inside 
prong so as to clamp the outside prong when the outside prong is received within the sleeve; and 

a second plunger disposed on the housing adjacent the second inside prong, the second 
plunger moveable with respect to the housing member to engage a ramp extending from the 
second inside prong so as to cause the engagement end of the second prong to move toward the 
engagement end of the first prong. 

1 6. (withdrawn) An adapter comprising: 

a housing having a plug end and a receptacle end, the receptacle end having a plurality of 
apertures therethrough; 

a first prong positioned partially within the housing such that an engagement end thereof 
protrudes from the plug end of the housing; 
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a first sleeve positioned adjacent one of the plurality of apertures in the receptacle end of 
the housing, the first sleeve operably connected to the first prong; 

a second prong positioned partially within the housing such that an engagement end 
thereof protrudes from the plug end of the housing; 

wherein the first sleeve is selectively clampable to a first outside prong when the first 
outside prong is placed into the receptacle end of the housing; and 

wherein at least one of the engagement ends of the first prong and the engagement end of 
the second prong is selectively moveable in a direction with respect to the other engagement end. 

17. (withdrawn) The adapter of claim 16 further comprising a second sleeve 
positioned adjacent one of the plurality of apertures in the receptacle end of the housing, the 
second sleeve operably connected to the second prong and being selectively clampable to a 
second outside prong when the second outside prong is placed into the receptacle end of the 
housing. 

1 8. (withdrawn) The adapter of claim 16 wherein both the engagement end of the first 
prong and the engagement end of the second prong are selectively moveable with respect to each 
other. 

19. (withdrawn) A method of securing a cord to a socket comprising the steps of: 
inserting an engagement end of first prong and an engagement end of a second prong into 

a receptacle, the first and second prongs protruding from a plug attached to the cord; and 

causing at least one of the engagement end of the first prong and the engagement end of 
the second prong to move with respect to the engagement end of the other prong. 
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20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 19 wherein the movement of at least one of the 
engagement end of the first prong and the engagement end of the second prong is toward the 
engagement end of the other prong. 

2 1 . (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 9 wherein the step of rotating a wheel causes 
both the engagement end of the first prong and the engagement end of the second prong to move 
with respect to the engagement end of the other prong. 

22. (withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein the movement of the engagement 
ends of the first and second prongs is toward each other. 

23. (withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein the movement of the engagement 
ends of the first and second prongs is away from each other. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of claim 19 wherein the step of causing at least one of 
the engagement end of the first prong and the engagement end of the second prong to move is 
performed by rotating a wheel positioned about the plug. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of claim 19 wherein the step of causing at least one of 
the engagement end of the first prong and the engagement end of the second prong to move is 
performed by moving a lever connected to the plug. 

26. (withdrawn) An extension cord comprising: 

a plug, the plug having a first prong with an engagement end protruding from the plug 
and a connecting end disposed within the plug, the plug further having a second prong with an 
engagement end protruding from the plug and a connecting end disposed within the plug, the 
engagement end of the second prong selectively moveable with respect to the engagement end of 
the first prong; 
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a receptacle, the receptacle having at least one aperture therein into which an outside 
prong may be inserted, the receptacle including at least one selectively clampable sleeve 
there within adjacent the aperture for receiving and selectively retaining an outside prong inserted 
therein; and 

a cord having a plug end thereof and a receptacle end thereof, the plug end attached to the 
connecting end of the first prong and the connecting end of the second prong, the receptacle end 
attached to the at least one selectively clampable sleeve. 

27. (withdrawn) An apparatus comprising: 
an electrically powered device; 

a power supply cord extending from the electrically powered device for supplying 
electricity thereto; and 

a plug on an end of the power supply cord, the plug including a first prong with an 
engagement end protruding from the plug and a second prong with an engagement end 
protruding from the plug, the engagement end of the second prong selectively moveable with 
respect to the engagement end of the first prong. 

28. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the power supply cord includes a 
first wire and a second wire, the first wire connected to the first prong and the second wire 
connected to the second prong, both the first wire and the second wire connected to the 
electrically powered device. 
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